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Introductory note 

The role of religion in the struggle for Israel/Palestine is one of the most interested, but 

also highly actual, discussed but controversial issues. Nonetheless, this increased and often 

ideologically motivated interest has generated many problems in choosing relevant texts for the 

scientific study of the issue. The big exposure and high polarity of publications about 

Israel/Palestine is a serious problem especially for beginners, e.g. students and young researchers, 

who often fail to distinguish sufficiently between scientifically supported and impartial studies and 

texts of ideological propaganda many times written in the language of crypto-science. Another 

problem is also a huge corpus of various texts regarding about this issue. Indeed, this bibliography 

is far from being fully comprehensive with regard to this extensively elaborated topic on about this 

extensively elaborated topic but it has aimed to keep up with within the realms of possibility, a 

representative and balanced one. 

The main goal is to offer a balanced, representative and a relatively comprehensive selection 

of secondary scientific texts (especially monographs, books, edited volumes, journal articles, 

bibliographies, atlases, encyclopaedias, edited documents and academic theses) that were written 

about the role of the several religions (mainly Judaism, Islam and Christianity, but also of religion 

of some minority communities in the region as the Druze, Samaritan etc.) in the struggle for 

Israel/Palestine, without including the primary sources (except o some selected published edited 

documents). The bibliography is divided into five sections: The first part issues bibliographies 

related to Israel/Palestine, the second one contains some important published documents or 

collections of documents related to the issue. The third part includes some interested and 

inspirational academic theses, the forth one is a lists monographs, books, edited volumes, journal 

articles, and the final part focuses on atlases and encyclopaedias. The main profile of the selection 

was the relevancy of texts for the research in the field of the study of religions in the struggle for 

Israel/Palestine. The academic study of religions is a scientific discipline which is not defined by 

its primary method, but by the area of interest. Thus resulting in a bibliography containing a 

multidisciplinary cross-section of publications. It is a compilation of texts from the field of Jewish, 

Christian and Islamic Studies, Comparative religion, History, Anthropology, Psychology, Social and 

Political Sciences, Urban and conflict studies, Media studies, History of Arts and Architecture, 

Oriental studies, etc. According to the time horizon of the selected textual sources, we are at 

disposal of the publications written in about the last one hundred years, to be more accurate in the 

period of 1927-2023. With regard to the choice of languages, it contains especially texts published 

in English, but there are several representative titles written in other western languages (German, 

French, Italian, etc.), as well as some key publications published in Arabic and Hebrew. For these 
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items, the data is listed in the Latin transcription. In order to highlight the local central European 

academic production, the bibliography does not miss the original work written in Slovak, Czech, 

and Hungarian. However, I have not included translations from foreign languages, all publications 

can be found in the bibliography in the original release language. In the case of records written in 

non-western and central European languages (Arabic, Hebrew, Slovak, Czech and Hungarian) 

besides the original title, an English translation is always amended. 

Regarding the order of individual items, they are ranked by the English alphabet. In the 

case of the authors with "surnames" starting with the Arabic determiner "Al-" (or its variants), 

these are alphabetically ranked regardless of this determiner. It also applies to Hebrew "Ha-" and 

English "The". Others, especially "classic" Arabic authors, are shed under their nasab "Ibn ...", in 

the case of Hebrew names "Ben". For the transcription of Arabic and Hebrew I used a simplified 

transcription, common in the English context. The websites listed in the have been lastly active on 

November 1st 2023 (unless indicated otherwise).  

This selected bibliography on the role of religion in the struggle for Israel/Palestine can be 

used not only by students but also by junior and senior researchers not only from the field of 

Comparative religion, but also by historians, anthropologists, political scientists, orientalists, etc. / 

or by experts from practice, e.g. diplomats, members of humanitarian and peace organizations, the 

security and armed forces or intelligence. 

 

Attila Kovács 
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